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PREFACE. 

All over the world a great deal of importance is 
attached to nature study. But it has yet to be intro- 
duced into schools in our country, 

Nature study is most valuable regarded from the 
educational point of view, as it inculcates habits of 
exact observation and stimulates the reasoning powersr 
It will prove a useful corrective to the gradual decay of 
the power of independent assimilation and the initiative^ 
that has set in amidst the students. So this subject 
ought to occupy a high place in the rank of educational 
subjects. 

In teaching this subject it should ev4t"be"borne in 
mind that the main purpose of nature study is not the 
acquisition of mere facts about Nature, but it is, and 
ought to be "a training in the methods of open-eyed, 
close, and accurate observation especially of familiar 
animals and plants, which shall teach the student to- 
see what he looks at and to think about what he sees." 
The teacher should not attempt to teach. The objects 
themselves should be the teachers, and the work of the 
school master lies in explaining and guiding the 
students. 



Botany is, perhaps, best suited for the purpose, 
plants are easy to get and pleasant to handle. To interest 
children in their work, the teacher himself must have a 
clear idea of at least the main facts of the subject, 



Vlll 



Though there are many elementary English Text-Books 
on Botany, they deal with plants not generally known to 
the people of this country. I have, therefore, ventured 
to write this book in the belief that teachers in Elemcn-^ 
tary Schools will find their work easier and more > 
interesting when they have a book in their own verna- 
cular dealing with plants well-known to them. 

As a close examination of familiar plants is about the 
best beginning for the study of Botany, only the most 
common plants are dealt with in this book. Practical 
work is, of course, indispensable and for the use of this 
book (except for internal structure) a few mountod 
needles, a lens of a low magnifying power and a knife 
will be enough. As the study of internal structure is 
fascinating zpd as it is very necessary to clearly under- 

* & A* 

stand the pnysiology of the plant, the teacher would do 
*well to use a microscope for purposes of demonstration. 

V 

A good microscope magnifying up to 400 diameters may 
be got from Messrs. R. J. Beck, or E, Leitz, London for 
about Rs. 80. 

This is a close translation of the second edition of 
my Tamil book and the work of translation has been 
carried out admirably by M.R.Ry. S, Venkatasubbarama 
Sastri, Telugu Pandit, S. P, G- High School, Madras* 

MADRAS, ? 

1st September 1909. J K. RANGACHARL 
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OPINIONS. 



41 This is an eminently useful manual by 
Mr- K. Rangachari, M. A,, L, T., Assistant, Madras 
Government Museunij and sometime lecturer in Botany 
in the Presidency College* The book is intended to 
serve the purposes of a text book in this subject in 
Elementary schools. A special merit of the^book is chat 
it is not a translation of English text books on Botany 
having no bearing on Indian conditions, but is entirely 
original, written by one who is an expert in the higher 
branches of Botany and has himself carried on original 
researches in this line. All the illustrations are drawn 
from the orders of plants met with everywhere in India ; 
and this has enabled the author to realise his nt|in aim 
in writing the book ; viz., to present to the Tamil,j speak- 
ing people in their every day language an account of the 
main features of plant life. The method adopted by 
Mr. Rangachari in the treatment of the subject is calcu- 
lated to achieve the object he has set before himself. 
This book anticipates the need which is sure to arise in 
connection with the new system of rural schools in the 
Presidency inaugurated by the Hon'ble Dr. Bourne, 
where children of the agricultural classes are intended 
to bo trained in nature-study by observation of plant 
life in school gardens, which arc to be a special feature 
of the schools j and one cannot conceive a more fascinat- 
ing subject of study for an Indian child, under proper 
direction and guidance, than elementary botany/ 1 



May, 1 



' 



"The author of this hook has aimed to produce a 
text book for the use of teachers in Kiementary Schools 
such as shall aid them in the introduction of nature-study 
to their pupils- He has aimed to KIVC ;ut account of the 
'main features of plant life as seen m flowering pkmts>in 
the every-day language of Tamil speaking people* His 
illustrations have been drawn only front the commonest 
plants such as are within the reach of all* The descrij* 
tions of the parts and functions of plums are in simple 
language, well expressed in idiomatic Tamil, If a 
book on Botany in the vernacular is worth doing at 
this book is an cxanipte of one that is well done, The 
topics selected for irtudy are within the reach of all: the 
language is simple: the illustrations are original) and 
fresh afifa effective for their purpose s and the letter press 
and the general get up of the hook, admirable- Chapter 
12 and 13, imply the usenif the wieroseojus which few 
teache-rtfin elementary schools, would ln< UUcly to possess, 
or be able to afford/ 1 




